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Big Brothers needs
West Valley mentors
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC

For the past three years, Jasani and
Big Brother Brian Shanley have formed
a bond that has changed their lives and
had an impact on their families and community.
Jasani, 12, who lives with his mother
in Glendale and has no contact with his
father, needed a male role model who
could not only spend time with him but
be a positive influence in his life. In 2014,
his mother enrolled him in the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arizona program, where he was matched to Shanley,
who lives in Peoria.
“He’s a great kid, very outgoing and
inquisitive,” Shanley said. “To be able to
be a part of a young man’s life and to attempt to guide him in through the rough
waters of adolescence is very gratifying.”
BBBSAZ Vice President of Programs
Susan Wiltfong agrees.
“By being a consistent presence in Jasani’s life, someone he can depend on to
be a friend, Brian is helping him build
confidence and plan his future,” Wiltfong said.
Because there are many boys like Jasani in the West Valley who are waiting
for mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters
has renewed its call for men in these
areas to step up and volunteer.
Fewer men than women volunteer to
be Bigs, so the volunteer pool for Big
Brothers is smaller than the demand.
Some boys in the West Valley are waiting
more than a year to be matched.
“These boys may be one decision
away from making the wrong decision
that will alter the course of their lives
forever, and that’s why we’d like to get

them matched as soon as possible,” Wiltfong said.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central
Arizona matches more than 1,500 youths
each year with mentors. Although the
emphasis is on the one-to-one relationship, there is a ripple effect through
their families, their schools and our community. Children who have a mentor report stronger relationships with their
parents, better attitudes toward school
and an increased desire to become active
in their communities.
Volunteers are matched with a child
in their area who shares their interests,
and they meet two times each month
over the course of a year to spend quality
time together. Because of generous community partners, matches have access to
tickets to sporting events, arcades and
attractions, and enjoy discounts at restaurants and businesses throughout the
Valley. Volunteers also have opportunities to attend exclusive events and meet
other Bigs who share their commitment
to building a stronger community.
Although BBBSAZ asks for a commitment of four hours per month for one
year, most matches stay together for
more than two years, and some Bigs and
Littles remain close decades later.
“Honestly, it’s among the best things
I’ve ever done, and I think I get more out
of it than he does,” Shanley said.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years
old, hold a valid Arizona driver’s license
and plan to live in the Valley for one year.
The volunteer process includes an online
application, interview, training and a
background check.
Details: www.bbbsaz.org.

"Bigs" and "Littles"
are matched by
location and interests.
West Valley programs
are particularly in
need of adult male
mentors.
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“Our campuses are designed with intentional spaces to gather and hang out with others," Executive Pastor Blue Van Dyke says of Christ’s Church of the Valley.
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For the past three years, Jasani and
Big Brother Brian Shanley have formed
a bond that has changed their lives and
had an impact on their families and community.
Jasani, 12, who lives with his mother
in Glendale and has no contact with his
father, needed a male role model who
could not only spend time with him but
be a positive influence in his life. In 2014,
his mother enrolled him in the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arizona program, where he was matched to Shanley,
who lives in Peoria.
“He’s a great kid, very outgoing and
inquisitive,” Shanley said. “To be able to
be a part of a young man’s life and to attempt to guide him in through the rough
waters of adolescence is very gratifying.”
BBBSAZ Vice President of Programs
Susan Wiltfong agrees.
“By being a consistent presence in Jasani’s life, someone he can depend on to
be a friend, Brian is helping him build
confidence and plan his future,” Wiltfong said.
Because there are many boys like Jasani in the West Valley who are waiting
for mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters
has renewed its call for men in these
areas to step up and volunteer.
Fewer men than women volunteer to
be Bigs, so the volunteer pool for Big
Brothers is smaller than the demand.
Some boys in the West Valley are waiting
more than a year to be matched.
“These boys may be one decision
away from making the wrong decision
that will alter the course of their lives
forever, and that’s why we’d like to get

them matched as soon as possible,” Wiltfong said.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central
Arizona matches more than 1,500 youths
each year with mentors. Although the
emphasis is on the one-to-one relationship, there is a ripple effect through
their families, their schools and our community. Children who have a mentor report stronger relationships with their
parents, better attitudes toward school
and an increased desire to become active
in their communities.
Volunteers are matched with a child
in their area who shares their interests,
and they meet two times each month
over the course of a year to spend quality
time together. Because of generous community partners, matches have access to
tickets to sporting events, arcades and
attractions, and enjoy discounts at restaurants and businesses throughout the
Valley. Volunteers also have opportunities to attend exclusive events and meet
other Bigs who share their commitment
to building a stronger community.
Although BBBSAZ asks for a commitment of four hours per month for one
year, most matches stay together for
more than two years, and some Bigs and
Littles remain close decades later.
“Honestly, it’s among the best things
I’ve ever done, and I think I get more out
of it than he does,” Shanley said.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years
old, hold a valid Arizona driver’s license
and plan to live in the Valley for one year.
The volunteer process includes an online
application, interview, training and a
background check.
Details: www.bbbsaz.org.

"Bigs" and "Littles"
are matched by
location and interests.
West Valley programs
are particularly in
need of adult male
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“Our campuses are designed with intentional spaces to gather and hang out with others," Executive Pastor Blue Van Dyke says of Christ’s Church of the Valley.
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Big Brothers needs
West Valley mentors
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC

For the past three years, Jasani and
Big Brother Brian Shanley have
formed a bond that has changed their
lives and had an impact on their families and community.
Jasani, 12, who lives with his mother
in Glendale and has no contact with his
father, needed a male role model who
could not only spend time with him but
be a positive influence in his life. In
2014, his mother enrolled him in the Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arizona
program, where he was matched to
Shanley, who lives in Peoria.
“He’s a great kid, very outgoing and
inquisitive,” Shanley said. “To be able
to be a part of a young man’s life and to
attempt to guide him in through the
rough waters of adolescence is very
gratifying.”
BBBSAZ Vice President of Programs Susan Wiltfong agrees.
“By being a consistent presence in
Jasani’s life, someone he can depend on
to be a friend, Brian is helping him
build confidence and plan his future,”
Wiltfong said.
Because there are many boys like
Jasani in the West Valley who are waiting for mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters has renewed its call for men in
these areas to step up and volunteer.
Fewer men than women volunteer to
be Bigs, so the volunteer pool for Big
Brothers is smaller than the demand.
Some boys in the West Valley are waiting more than a year to be matched.
“These boys may be one decision
away from making the wrong decision
that will alter the course of their lives
forever, and that’s why we’d like to get

them matched as soon as possible,”
Wiltfong said.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central
Arizona matches more than 1,500
youths each year with mentors. Although the emphasis is on the one-toone relationship, there is a ripple effect
through their families, their schools
and our community. Children who have
a mentor report stronger relationships
with their parents, better attitudes toward school and an increased desire to
become active in their communities.
Volunteers are matched with a child
in their area who shares their interests,
and they meet two times each month
over the course of a year to spend quality time together. Because of generous
community partners, matches have access to tickets to sporting events, arcades and attractions, and enjoy discounts at restaurants and businesses
throughout the Valley. Volunteers also
have opportunities to attend exclusive
events and meet other Bigs who share
their commitment to building a stronger community.
Although BBBSAZ asks for a commitment of four hours per month for
one year, most matches stay together
for more than two years, and some Bigs
and Littles remain close decades later.
“Honestly, it’s among the best things
I’ve ever done, and I think I get more
out of it than he does,” Shanley said.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years
old, hold a valid Arizona driver’s license and plan to live in the Valley for
one year. The volunteer process includes an online application, interview,
training and a background check.
Details: www.bbbsaz.org.

"Bigs" and "Littles"
are matched by
location and
interests. West Valley
programs are
particularly in need
of adult male
mentors.
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GETTY
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Valley Metro seeks
input from riders
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC

Valley Metro is considering service
changes for 2018 and wants input from
current Express Route 571 riders.
Staff from Valley Metro will be at the
Surprise Park-and-Ride on Monday, Oct.
30, during morning bus departure times
to gather feedback about the proposed
Express Route 571 changes, which include offering morning trips on both
Grand Avenue and to the Glendale Parkand-Ride via Loop 101/I-10 West. Evening
trips would all travel on I-10 West/Loop
101.
Riders unable to provide input on Oct.

30 have several ways to give feedback on
proposed changes, including:
» Webinar: Noon Nov. 7; registration
at valleymetro.org.
» Complete an online comment card.
» Public hearing: 5-6:15 p.m. Nov. 14
at101 N. First Ave., 10th floor.
» Email comments to input@valleymetro.org through Nov. 17.
Valley Metro changes bus service
twice per year as a way to add service or
maximize efficiency of routes. The next
service change occurs April 23.
Details:
changes.

valleymetro.org/service-

Suspect arrested in
house-party homicide
ADRIAN MARSH
THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

Phoenix police have arrested a man in
connection with a homicide that occurred at a house party in west Phoenix
early Sunday morning, officials said.
Malik Berkely, 20, was arrested
Wednesday on suspicion of shooting and
killing 19-year-old Jermonee Tolliver
Moore at a residence near 103rd and
Campbell avenues, police said.
Three other men were injured by gunfire, according to police Sgt. Mercedes
Fortune.
According to officials, witnesses reported that several people were asked to

leave after getting into a
fight at a party.
About 2 a.m., Berkely
arrived and shot numerous times at the house,
Fortune said.
Moore was pronounced
Malik
dead at the scene by medBerkely
ical personnel, while the
other victims were treated for serious
injuries.
Berkely was arrested and booked on
one count of second-degree murder,
three counts of aggravated assault and
one count of endangerment.
An investigation was ongoing, police
said.

See yourself in your community Republic
Do you have a strong opinion about an issue facing your community? Or maybe you'd like
everyone to know about someone in your community who's making a difference or has a
compelling story. Perhaps you just want to share a photo of yourself enjoying a local event. Send
them all our way.
Email your My Turn columns (550-650 words) and high-quality JPEG images to
suzanne.lambert@arizonarepublic.com. Or tag photos on social media with #MyAZC. Please
include with images the names of people in the photo and who took the photo, and give
permission for The Arizona Republic and its affiliates to publish. Please stipulate that images are
your property and free of copyright issues.
Submit news about upcoming events to http://submit.azcentral.com. We'll include your event
free in our listings.
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“Our campuses are designed with intentional spaces to gather and hang out with others," Executive Pastor Blue Van Dyke says of Christ’s Church of the Valley.
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Big Brothers needs
West Valley mentors
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC

For the past three years, Jasani and
Big Brother Brian Shanley have formed
a bond that has changed their lives and
had an impact on their families and community.
Jasani, 12, who lives with his mother
in Glendale and has no contact with his
father, needed a male role model who
could not only spend time with him but
be a positive influence in his life. In 2014,
his mother enrolled him in the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arizona program, where he was matched to Shanley,
who lives in Peoria.
“He’s a great kid, very outgoing and
inquisitive,” Shanley said. “To be able to
be a part of a young man’s life and to attempt to guide him in through the rough
waters of adolescence is very gratifying.”
BBBSAZ Vice President of Programs
Susan Wiltfong agrees.
“By being a consistent presence in Jasani’s life, someone he can depend on to
be a friend, Brian is helping him build
confidence and plan his future,” Wiltfong said.
Because there are many boys like Jasani in the West Valley who are waiting
for mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters
has renewed its call for men in these
areas to step up and volunteer.
Fewer men than women volunteer to
be Bigs, so the volunteer pool for Big
Brothers is smaller than the demand.
Some boys in the West Valley are waiting
more than a year to be matched.
“These boys may be one decision
away from making the wrong decision
that will alter the course of their lives
forever, and that’s why we’d like to get

them matched as soon as possible,” Wiltfong said.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central
Arizona matches more than 1,500 youths
each year with mentors. Although the
emphasis is on the one-to-one relationship, there is a ripple effect through
their families, their schools and our community. Children who have a mentor report stronger relationships with their
parents, better attitudes toward school
and an increased desire to become active
in their communities.
Volunteers are matched with a child
in their area who shares their interests,
and they meet two times each month
over the course of a year to spend quality
time together. Because of generous community partners, matches have access to
tickets to sporting events, arcades and
attractions, and enjoy discounts at restaurants and businesses throughout the
Valley. Volunteers also have opportunities to attend exclusive events and meet
other Bigs who share their commitment
to building a stronger community.
Although BBBSAZ asks for a commitment of four hours per month for one
year, most matches stay together for
more than two years, and some Bigs and
Littles remain close decades later.
“Honestly, it’s among the best things
I’ve ever done, and I think I get more out
of it than he does,” Shanley said.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years
old, hold a valid Arizona driver’s license
and plan to live in the Valley for one year.
The volunteer process includes an online
application, interview, training and a
background check.
Details: www.bbbsaz.org.

"Bigs" and "Littles"
are matched by
location and interests.
West Valley programs
are particularly in
need of adult male
mentors.
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IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
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“Our campuses are designed with intentional spaces to gather and hang out with others," Executive Pastor Blue Van Dyke says of Christ’s Church of the Valley.
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West Valley mentors
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For the past three years, Jasani and
Big Brother Brian Shanley have formed
a bond that has changed their lives and
had an impact on their families and community.
Jasani, 12, who lives with his mother
in Glendale and has no contact with his
father, needed a male role model who
could not only spend time with him but
be a positive influence in his life. In 2014,
his mother enrolled him in the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arizona program, where he was matched to Shanley,
who lives in Peoria.
“He’s a great kid, very outgoing and
inquisitive,” Shanley said. “To be able to
be a part of a young man’s life and to attempt to guide him in through the rough
waters of adolescence is very gratifying.”
BBBSAZ Vice President of Programs
Susan Wiltfong agrees.
“By being a consistent presence in Jasani’s life, someone he can depend on to
be a friend, Brian is helping him build
confidence and plan his future,” Wiltfong said.
Because there are many boys like Jasani in the West Valley who are waiting
for mentors, Big Brothers Big Sisters
has renewed its call for men in these
areas to step up and volunteer.
Fewer men than women volunteer to
be Bigs, so the volunteer pool for Big
Brothers is smaller than the demand.
Some boys in the West Valley are waiting
more than a year to be matched.
“These boys may be one decision
away from making the wrong decision
that will alter the course of their lives
forever, and that’s why we’d like to get

them matched as soon as possible,” Wiltfong said.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central
Arizona matches more than 1,500 youths
each year with mentors. Although the
emphasis is on the one-to-one relationship, there is a ripple effect through
their families, their schools and our community. Children who have a mentor report stronger relationships with their
parents, better attitudes toward school
and an increased desire to become active
in their communities.
Volunteers are matched with a child
in their area who shares their interests,
and they meet two times each month
over the course of a year to spend quality
time together. Because of generous community partners, matches have access to
tickets to sporting events, arcades and
attractions, and enjoy discounts at restaurants and businesses throughout the
Valley. Volunteers also have opportunities to attend exclusive events and meet
other Bigs who share their commitment
to building a stronger community.
Although BBBSAZ asks for a commitment of four hours per month for one
year, most matches stay together for
more than two years, and some Bigs and
Littles remain close decades later.
“Honestly, it’s among the best things
I’ve ever done, and I think I get more out
of it than he does,” Shanley said.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years
old, hold a valid Arizona driver’s license
and plan to live in the Valley for one year.
The volunteer process includes an online
application, interview, training and a
background check.
Details: www.bbbsaz.org.

"Bigs" and "Littles"
are matched by
location and interests.
West Valley programs
are particularly in
need of adult male
mentors.
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